
R’ Eliyohu Meisel was heavily involved in securing 
the release of young Jewish children who were 

captured and faced forced army service.

Immediately There was a rush 
of people to the Rov’s home.

One Erev Yom Kippur, there 
was new roundup of boys.

Within a short period of time, the full amount 
was raised and the boys were released.

That Yom Kippur, after the crowd 
had arrived and before Kol Nidrei:

I’m willing to pay 
1,000 rubles for the 

three boys.

How am I going to 
raise 4,500 rubles by 

tonight, before the boys 
are taken away to the 

main army post?
...Rebbi! My 

son is lost 
forever!

That’s nine boys 
today...this was our 

biggest catch in a 
long time!

500 rubles a 
head is the going 

rate and I will not 
budge.

I’ll give 250 
rubles! Count me 

in for the 
same!

Morai v’rabbosai, we need 
4,500 rubles to release a newly 

captured group of children. We will 
not start Kol Nidrei tonight until 

the full amount is collected!

...Rebbi - 
please help us 
in our time of 

need! I will do 
whatever I 

can.

ה was born to (of Lodz אַב בֵית דִין the) ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ חַיִים זַצַ״ל  ,Meisel in the town of Hordock חַיָה and מֹשֶׁ
Lithuania. He began to study at the Volozhin יְשִיבָה at age 9. His fellow students included ר  יוֹסֵף בעֶׁ
Soloveichik זַצַ״ל of Brisk and לְחָנָן  he was granted the ,עִלּוּי Recognized as a young .זַצַ״ל Spektor יִצְחָק אֶׁ
title ּמוֹרֵנו and was authorized to teach and render decisions on halachic issues at the tender age of 
12. At age 19, he became the רָב of his hometown. In 1843, R’ Meisel moved on to become רָב in Darczin for 
8 years, and then spent 6 years as the רָב in Prozzanyi. ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ חַיִים then served as רָב of Lomza for 12 
years, where he dedicated himself to raising funds to ransom בָחוּרִים from the army. He the served as 
Chief Rabbi of Lodz. ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ חַיִים took an active part in the public life of the Jews of Poland and was a 
partner in all the שְאֵלוֹת and problems that arose during his time. He fought fiercely against the 
 is ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ חַיִים .He became one of the staunchest opponents of the secular Zionist movement .מַשְכִילִים

remembered for his humility and total dedication to the welfare of כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל. 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

R' Shlomo Ganzfried זַצַ״ל, born in Uzhgorod (Ungvar), 
Hungary, to ר יוֹסֵף זְאֵב and לְהָה  was orphaned of his ,בִּ
father at a young age. The town’s רָב, R' Hirsh Heller זַצַ״ל, 

took him under his wings and became his י מֻבְהָק  At age 30 he wrote his .רֶבִּ
1st קֶסֶת הַסוֹפֵר ,סֵפֶר on לְכוֹת סַפְרוּת  in רָב He later took a position as .הִּ
Brezevitz, where he authored פְנֵי שְלֺמֺה on בָבָא בַתְרָא (and on יעָא  but ,בָבָא מְצִּ
this work was stolen before being published). In 1850, he returned to Un-
gvar as a דַיָן and later became ין לֶחֶם  ,תּוֹרַת זֶבַח He published .ראֺש בֵית דִּ
מְלָה צּוּר שוּלְחָן  In 1864, he wrote his classical work, the .אָהֳלֵי שֵם and וְשִּ קִּ
יוֹת which was reprinted 13 times in his lifetime. 100’s of ,עָרוּךְ  בָתֵּי כְנֶסִּ
learned צּוּר נְחָה publicly between קִּ יב and מִּ   .מַעֲרִּ

 כ״ו  תמוז
5564 – 5646 
1804 – 1886 

In 1834, R' Shlomo Ganzfried זַצַ״ל, who was 
still a merchant, sent the written 
manuscripts of his סֵפֶר on הִלְכוֹת סַפְרוּת 
(later named קֶסֶת הַסוֹפֵר) to the  חֲתַם
 who  was awed by the author’s ,סוֹפֵר
clarity and breadth of knowledge. The 
 personally notated his חֲתַם סוֹפֵר
thoughts on the side of the סֵפֶר and said 
that he will not allow any new סוֹפֵר to 
practice unless they were first tested and 
found to be proficient in this new סֵפֶר. 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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הַר סִינַי    יָּה בְּ עֲשֻׂ מִיד הָּ ר כח:ו(… עֹלַת תָּ בָּ )בַמִדְּ  
 A regular Olah offering such as was made at Mount Sinai 
…  
 Every day of the year, even on ת  there is ,יוֹם כִפּוּר and שַבָּ
a ה וָּ מִיד to bring the מִצְּ ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  the regular daily sacrifice, one in ,קָּ
the morning and the second in the afternoon. The ה  describes תוֹרָּ
the כוֹת מִיד that apply to the הֲלָּ ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  and then adds the curious קָּ
remark that it should be like the one made at Mount Sinai. 
 What additional information about the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  are we קָּ
meant to learn by examining the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  ?הַר סִינַי brought at קָּ
The רִי א and the סִפְּ רָּ מָּ  discuss this question, and the (חַגִיגָּה ו:) גְּ
מִים  offer various opinions regarding the learning of specific חֲכָּ
כוֹת  .הֲלָּ
 Rav Yosef Salant points out that there is also a very 
important point that we can learn from the words  הַר סִינַי יָּה בְּ עֲשֻׂ  ,הָּ
that is a lesson for today, even though we can no longer bring the 
מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  .קָּ
 Think about the very first time that a person puts on 
פִלִין  It takes him a long time. He makes sure to set his alarm .תְּ
clock the night before to wake him up with plenty of time to 
shower and get dressed and walk to shul. The ה וָּ  boy then בַר מִצְּ
lovingly pulls the פִלִין  from the velvet bag and carefully unwraps תְּ
the straps. He makes the כוֹת רָּ  .slowly, reading each word clearly בְּ

Then he winds the straps around his arm with full concentration.  
 For some people, however, things change with time. 
There was a power outage in his neighborhood and he forgot to 
check the setting on his alarm clock and he overslept, so he comes 
running into shul late, puts his פִלִין  on in a flash, and before you תְּ
know it, he is caught up to the people who came on time. 
 When something is done day in and day out, as 
wonderful as it may be, it is at risk of becoming done by rote. It 
starts to become an automatic habit, performed without thought. 
The thrill is gone. 
 This could have been the pitfall of the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  the ,קָּ
sacrifice that was brought every day, day in and day out, morning 
and evening, as long as the ן כָּ ש and the מִשְּ דָּ ית הַמִקְּ  were בֵּ
standing. After a while, there was a risk that the novelty would 
wear off, the excitement would fade. The מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  would קָּ
possibly become a habitual service, without feeling or inspiration. 
 Therefore, the ה  reminds us, “Bring the daily sacrifice תוֹרָּ
as you made the one at הַר סִינַי, when everything was still new and 
fresh, when your heart beat faster and you caught your breath 
with excitement. This is what you should do every day. Reach for 
that moment of inspiration. It can be done.” 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ח׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*In this ק רֶּ ים the פֶּ  presents us with five negative arguments why חָפֵץ חַיִּ
people shirk away from lending money: יעָה, פָ׳טוּר, צַ׳ר ׳עְלֵם יְ׳דִּ ׳רְאָה, הֶּ -יִּ
ן, עָ׳צֵל  ,Fear, Lack of knowledge, Shirking the responsibilities — עַ׳יִּ
Stinginess, Laziness. [׳רְאָה  Fear] - the lender is afraid that the - יִּ
borrower is too poor to be able to pay back. The ים  offers a חָפֵץ חַיִּ
litmus test: What if the borrower would agree to pay back the money 
lent at a high percentage (through סְקָא תֵר עִּ  would you risk lending ,(הֶּ
the money? If he is too poor to pay back, what do you gain? 
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶּ ר אַהֲבַת חֶּ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶּ
For ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה: R' Pam זַצַ״ל would often explain that תְשׁוּבָה should be done similar to poor 
person unable to repay a large loan — as long as he repays something, he shows his 
desire to pay. So too with תְשׁוּבָה; pick one small area to fix every year and stick to it. It will 
show that we really want to do full תְשׁוּבָה. 

1. Where is there a רֶמֶז, hint, in the תּוֹרָה for הַמַיִם וּךְנִס , pouring of 
the water? 

2. What is the דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ, proper conduct, that the תּוֹרָה teaches us 
regarding how one should treat a guest? 

1. On the 2
nd

 day, it says: ֵּיהֶ ם on the 6 ;וְנִסְכ
th

on the 7 ;וּנְסָכֶ יהָ  ,
th

 The .כְמִשְפָטָ ם ,
highlighted extra letters spell the word ֵּיהֶם) מַיִם  .(29:11 — ד״ה וְנִסְכ

2. Just as the number of animals offered on each day of סוּכוֹת decreased daily, so, 
too, a person should progressively decrease the richness of the food that is 
prepared for a guest (29:35 — ד״ה עֲצֶרֶת תִהְיֶה לָכֶם). 
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ל ה׳   ה אֶׁ ר מֹשֶׁ דָה  …  יִפְקֹד ה׳  …  וַיְדַבֵּ ה קַח …  אִיש עַל הָעֵּ ל מֹשֶׁ ר ה׳ אֶׁ וַיאֹמֶׁ
ר רוּחַ בוֹ   עַ בִן נוּן אִיש אֲשֶׁ ת יְהוֹשֻׁ טז,יח(-)בַמִדְבָר כז:טו… לְךָ אֶׁ  

ה   spoke to Hashem … “May Hashem … appoint a man מֹשֶׁ
over the assembly … Hashem said to ה עַ בִן  Take to yourself“ :מֹשֶׁ יְהוֹשֻׁ
 .”a man in whom there is spirit ,נוּן
 “G-d of the spirits” — ה ל עוֹלָם“ :said מֹשֶׁ  the thoughts ,רִבוֹנוֹ שֶׁ
of each and every individual person are revealed and known before 
You, and (it is also known to You) that no two people think alike. 
Appoint a leader for them who will be able to deal with each 
individual.” 
 “[Take  ַע  a man in whom there is spirit” — who is able [,יְהוֹשֻׁ
to deal with each individual [according to that person’s way of 
thinking and needs]” (based on רַשִ״י). 
 The late Bluzhever Rebbe, R' Yisrael Spira זצ״ל, is well-
known for his heroism during the Holocaust. This, however, is only 
one aspect of his incredible life story. The Bluzhever Rebbe was a 
distinguished רָב in Poland during the first World War and a leader of 
Galician Jewry before the second World War. After enduring 
unspeakable suffering during the Holocaust, he came to America and 
became one of its most influential and beloved תּוֹרָה leaders. 
 Wherever he went, scores of people sought the Bluzhever 
Rebbe’s blessing, encouragement and advice. He was warm, sensitive 
and perceptive. His advice was always on the mark; he knew what to 
say and how to say it. Those who sought to develop a relationship 
with the Rebbe learned that it was very easy to feel close to him. A 
man who was especially close to him once remarked: “There are 
probably very many people who consider themselves among those 
closest to the Bluzhever Rebbe — and for good reason. The Bluzhever 
Rebbe exuded warmth, concern, and פַשְטוּת (simplicity), and he made 

you feel that you really were close to him.” 
∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 

 One of the most unusual cases to come his way occurred in 
the 1950’s, when a woman refused the psychiatric help that she so 
desperately needed. Her family brought her to the Rebbe who asked 
the woman what was bothering her. She replied that once, while 
walking in the street, she was startled by the sound of a plane flying 
overhead. She had expressed her outrage vehemently and, as she 
imagined, the plane had crashed as a result of her words. She further 
imagined that President Eisenhower, after learning that she had 
caused the crash, had sent agents to apprehend her, and she had 
been on the run ever since. 
 As she related this fantastic tale, the Bluzhever Rebbe was 
attentive, as if believing every word. When she finished, the Rebbe 
said, “You know, President Eisenhower, as General of the American 
Army, liberated me from the concentration camps. The President and 
I are old friends. I am quite certain that as a personal favor to me, he 
will drop all charges against you.” 
 With that, the Rebbe “dialed” Washington on his phone 
and “chatted” with the President as one would speak with an old 
friend. After hanging up the phone, the Rebbe told the woman, “The 
President says that he is willing to drop all the charges against you, 
but on one condition: that you seek psychiatric help and obey the 
doctor’s orders.” 
 A few days later, the Rebbe received a telephone call from 
the woman’s psychiatrist. The doctor was curious to know where the 
Rebbe had received his training in counseling. The doctor could never 
understand that the source of a צַדִיק’s wisdom is the תּוֹרָה study in 
which he toils day and night. 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with permission — ArtSroll) 

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ
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Corner
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Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

A Man of Spirit

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The לִיחַ צִבּוּר במְנַחֵם אָׁ  uses the name שָׁ  when announcing 
the month on the  ַתש בָּׁ  before ראֹש חֹדֶש. 

• Some people have the ג  that when they date a letter מִנְהָׁ

during this period, they refer to the month as ב ראֹש  from אָׁ
בט׳ בְּ  till חֹדֶש אָׁ  and then, for the rest of the month, they 
write  ָׁבמְנַחֵם א . 

FocusonMiddos

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

R’ Shlomo Ganzfried was once asked why he wrote his 
 with an emphasis on writing the precise קִצּוּר שֻׁלְחָן עָרוּךְ
 with only a brief explanation. He smiled and ,הֲלָכָה
explained, “ עֲרֺךְס׳שׁטײֵט אִין תְהִלִים:  י שֻׁלְחָן,  תַּ אוּן  גרײֵטלְפָנַּ
 Prepare :(כ״ג:ה) תְהִלִים it says in — פאַר מִיר אַ טִישׁ
before me a table — (ְשֻׁלְחָן עָרוּך)  אַרִיךְנִישׁט  לעֶנגעֶר, מאַךְ תַּ
 ”!not lengthen before me a table — דעֶר שֻׁלְחָן

Source: Heard around the Shabbos table 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 When R' Shlomo 
Ganzfried ״ל צַּ  became of age, he זַּ
married Hendl Esther, the 
daughter of the R' Yom Tov Lipa 
Modrer. R' Shlomo was very 
humble and made it quite 
obvious that he did not want to 
use his תוֹרָה knowledge to 
become a רָב. Knowing this,  ר' יוֹם
 endowed him with a large טוֹב
sum of money with which to build 
up a business and thereby 
support his family. At first R' 
Shlomo dealt in the wine trade, 
which he conducted with faith 
and meticulous honesty. Success 
did not shine upon him, however, 
and in a short while he lost the 
entire sum he had been given. His 
father-in-law, who loved him as a 
son, once again granted R' 
Shlomo a generous sum and 
opened up a new business for 
him in his birthplace, Ungvar. 
 R' Shlomo worked hard, 
but his תוֹרָה learning was his 
main focus, and his earning a 
livelihood was of significance only 
inasmuch as it was necessary. 
The story is told that once his 
widowed mother came to check 
up on the business, and asked 

him: “What did you come up with 
in business today?” to which R' 
Shlomo opened his drawer and 
spread out before her eyes pages 
of his חִדּוּשִים… 
 During this time, he 
authored סוֹפֵר ם חֲתַּ  The .קֶסֶת הַּ
בָלָהב קַּ כְתַּ  would not give a סוֹפֵר  
unless a סוֹפֵר was tested on his 
knowledge in this סֵפֶר. When R' 
Shlomo was already famous and 
recognized as the author of the 
 he added ,קִצּוּר שוּלְחָן עָרוּךְ
another סֵפֶר on the same topic, 
סוֹפֵר ת הַּ פִריוֹן סֵפֶר He wrote .לִשְכַּ אַּ  
on תוֹרָה, a  ֵסקֻנְטְר  to fight against 
the reform Jews,  ֵי שֵםאָהֳל  on 
סֶכֶת גִיטִין   .and more מַּ
 My לְמִיד  it is said that ,תַּ
since 1864 when R’ Ganzfried’s 
 was first קִצּוּר שוּלְחָן עָרוּךְ the ,סֵפֶר
published, it has been reprinted 
more than any other  besides]  סֵפֶר
נַּ״ךְ  with over two million [תַּ
copies. R' Shlomo never stopped 
his writing of סְפָרִים. He lived to 
glorify the name of ד׳ and never 
changed, even when his name 
was famous throughout the 
world! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews of 
the

Understanding

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

צָרִים  ין הַמְּ  The Three Weeks — בֵּ
Starting from the five tragedies that 
began on מוּז  through the י״ז תַּ
destruction of the ׁש קְדָּ מִּ ית הַּ  ,ט׳ בְאָב on בֵּ
the three weeks between מוּז  and י״ז תַּ
ים are referred to as ט׳ בְאָב רִּ מְצָּ ין הַּ  .בֵּ
This is based on the words of ה יכָּ  :(א:ג) אֵּ

ים… רִּ מְצָּ ין הַּ יגוּהָּ בֵּ שִּ ל רֺדְפֶיהָּ הִּ כָּ  — … all 
her (ל אֵּ שְרָּ ל יִּ  s) pursuers reached her’כְלַּ
in between narrow straits (cornering 
them). Although this is low point in the 
Jewish calendar, it is also the most 
opportune time to become closer to ד׳. 
The ים רִּ  find this hinted in the סְפָּ
phonetical reading of these words:  ל כָּ

ף קָה ים רֺדֵּ רִּ מְצָּ ין הַּ יגוּהָּ בֵּ שִּ הִּ  — all those 
who pursue ד׳ can reach Him during “ ין בֵּ
ים רִּ מְצָּ ל  was closest to ד׳ Just like .”הַּ כְלַּ
ל אֵּ שְרָּ  during their time of national יִּ
tragedy, so too, ד׳ is closest to us during 
our own (personal) most difficult times. 

צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ח׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*In this ק רֶּ ים the פֶּ  presents us with five negative arguments why חָפֵץ חַיִּ
people shirk away from lending money: יעָה, פָ׳טוּר, צַ׳ר ׳עְלֵם יְ׳דִּ ׳רְאָה, הֶּ -יִּ
ן, עָ׳צֵל  ,Fear, Lack of knowledge, Shirking the responsibilities — עַ׳יִּ
Stinginess, Laziness. [׳רְאָה  Fear] - the lender is afraid that the - יִּ
borrower is too poor to be able to pay back. The ים  offers a חָפֵץ חַיִּ
litmus test: What if the borrower would agree to pay back the money 
lent at a high percentage (through סְקָא תֵר עִּ  would you risk lending ,(הֶּ
the money? If he is too poor to pay back, what do you gain? 
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶּ ר אַהֲבַת חֶּ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶּ
For ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה: R' Pam זַצַ״ל would often explain that תְשׁוּבָה should be done similar to poor 
person unable to repay a large loan — as long as he repays something, he shows his 
desire to pay. So too with תְשׁוּבָה; pick one small area to fix every year and stick to it. It will 
show that we really want to do full תְשׁוּבָה. 

1. Where is there a רֶמֶז, hint, in the תּוֹרָה for הַמַיִם וּךְנִס , pouring of 
the water? 

2. What is the דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ, proper conduct, that the תּוֹרָה teaches us 
regarding how one should treat a guest? 

1. On the 2
nd

 day, it says: ֵּיהֶ ם on the 6 ;וְנִסְכ
th

on the 7 ;וּנְסָכֶ יהָ  ,
th

 The .כְמִשְפָטָ ם ,
highlighted extra letters spell the word ֵּיהֶם) מַיִם  .(29:11 — ד״ה וְנִסְכ

2. Just as the number of animals offered on each day of סוּכוֹת decreased daily, so, 
too, a person should progressively decrease the richness of the food that is 
prepared for a guest (29:35 — ד״ה עֲצֶרֶת תִהְיֶה לָכֶם). 

1. Where is there a רֶמֶז, hint, in the תּוֹרָה for הַמַיִם וּךְנִס , pouring of 
the water? 

2. What is the דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ, proper conduct, that the תּוֹרָה teaches us 
regarding how one should treat a guest? 

1. On the 2
nd

 day, it says: ֵּיהֶ ם on the 6 ;וְנִסְכ
th

on the 7 ;וּנְסָכֶ יהָ  ,
th

 The .כְמִשְפָטָ ם ,
highlighted extra letters spell the word ֵּיהֶם) מַיִם  .(29:11 — ד״ה וְנִסְכ

2. Just as the number of animals offered on each day of סוּכוֹת decreased daily, so, 
too, a person should progressively decrease the richness of the food that is 
prepared for a guest (29:35 — ד״ה עֲצֶרֶת תִהְיֶה לָכֶם). 

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ל ה׳   ה אֶׁ ר מֹשֶׁ דָה  …  יִפְקֹד ה׳  …  וַיְדַבֵּ ה קַח …  אִיש עַל הָעֵּ ל מֹשֶׁ ר ה׳ אֶׁ וַיאֹמֶׁ
ר רוּחַ בוֹ   עַ בִן נוּן אִיש אֲשֶׁ ת יְהוֹשֻׁ טז,יח(-)בַמִדְבָר כז:טו… לְךָ אֶׁ  

ה   spoke to Hashem … “May Hashem … appoint a man מֹשֶׁ
over the assembly … Hashem said to ה עַ בִן  Take to yourself“ :מֹשֶׁ יְהוֹשֻׁ
 .”a man in whom there is spirit ,נוּן
 “G-d of the spirits” — ה ל עוֹלָם“ :said מֹשֶׁ  the thoughts ,רִבוֹנוֹ שֶׁ
of each and every individual person are revealed and known before 
You, and (it is also known to You) that no two people think alike. 
Appoint a leader for them who will be able to deal with each 
individual.” 
 “[Take  ַע  a man in whom there is spirit” — who is able [,יְהוֹשֻׁ
to deal with each individual [according to that person’s way of 
thinking and needs]” (based on רַשִ״י). 
 The late Bluzhever Rebbe, R' Yisrael Spira זצ״ל, is well-
known for his heroism during the Holocaust. This, however, is only 
one aspect of his incredible life story. The Bluzhever Rebbe was a 
distinguished רָב in Poland during the first World War and a leader of 
Galician Jewry before the second World War. After enduring 
unspeakable suffering during the Holocaust, he came to America and 
became one of its most influential and beloved תּוֹרָה leaders. 
 Wherever he went, scores of people sought the Bluzhever 
Rebbe’s blessing, encouragement and advice. He was warm, sensitive 
and perceptive. His advice was always on the mark; he knew what to 
say and how to say it. Those who sought to develop a relationship 
with the Rebbe learned that it was very easy to feel close to him. A 
man who was especially close to him once remarked: “There are 
probably very many people who consider themselves among those 
closest to the Bluzhever Rebbe — and for good reason. The Bluzhever 
Rebbe exuded warmth, concern, and פַשְטוּת (simplicity), and he made 

you feel that you really were close to him.” 
∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 

 One of the most unusual cases to come his way occurred in 
the 1950’s, when a woman refused the psychiatric help that she so 
desperately needed. Her family brought her to the Rebbe who asked 
the woman what was bothering her. She replied that once, while 
walking in the street, she was startled by the sound of a plane flying 
overhead. She had expressed her outrage vehemently and, as she 
imagined, the plane had crashed as a result of her words. She further 
imagined that President Eisenhower, after learning that she had 
caused the crash, had sent agents to apprehend her, and she had 
been on the run ever since. 
 As she related this fantastic tale, the Bluzhever Rebbe was 
attentive, as if believing every word. When she finished, the Rebbe 
said, “You know, President Eisenhower, as General of the American 
Army, liberated me from the concentration camps. The President and 
I are old friends. I am quite certain that as a personal favor to me, he 
will drop all charges against you.” 
 With that, the Rebbe “dialed” Washington on his phone 
and “chatted” with the President as one would speak with an old 
friend. After hanging up the phone, the Rebbe told the woman, “The 
President says that he is willing to drop all the charges against you, 
but on one condition: that you seek psychiatric help and obey the 
doctor’s orders.” 
 A few days later, the Rebbe received a telephone call from 
the woman’s psychiatrist. The doctor was curious to know where the 
Rebbe had received his training in counseling. The doctor could never 
understand that the source of a צַדִיק’s wisdom is the תּוֹרָה study in 
which he toils day and night. 

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with permission — ArtSroll) 

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

A Man of Spirit

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The לִיחַ צִבּוּר במְנַחֵם אָׁ  uses the name שָׁ  when announcing 
the month on the  ַתש בָּׁ  before ראֹש חֹדֶש. 

• Some people have the ג  that when they date a letter מִנְהָׁ

during this period, they refer to the month as ב ראֹש  from אָׁ
בט׳ בְּ  till חֹדֶש אָׁ  and then, for the rest of the month, they 
write  ָׁבמְנַחֵם א . 

FocusonMiddos

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

R’ Shlomo Ganzfried was once asked why he wrote his 
 with an emphasis on writing the precise קִצּוּר שֻׁלְחָן עָרוּךְ
 with only a brief explanation. He smiled and ,הֲלָכָה
explained, “ עֲרֺךְס׳שׁטײֵט אִין תְהִלִים:  י שֻׁלְחָן,  תַּ אוּן  גרײֵטלְפָנַּ
 Prepare :(כ״ג:ה) תְהִלִים it says in — פאַר מִיר אַ טִישׁ
before me a table — (ְשֻׁלְחָן עָרוּך)  אַרִיךְנִישׁט  לעֶנגעֶר, מאַךְ תַּ
 ”!not lengthen before me a table — דעֶר שֻׁלְחָן

Source: Heard around the Shabbos table 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 When R' Shlomo 
Ganzfried ״ל צַּ  became of age, he זַּ
married Hendl Esther, the 
daughter of the R' Yom Tov Lipa 
Modrer. R' Shlomo was very 
humble and made it quite 
obvious that he did not want to 
use his תוֹרָה knowledge to 
become a רָב. Knowing this,  ר' יוֹם
 endowed him with a large טוֹב
sum of money with which to build 
up a business and thereby 
support his family. At first R' 
Shlomo dealt in the wine trade, 
which he conducted with faith 
and meticulous honesty. Success 
did not shine upon him, however, 
and in a short while he lost the 
entire sum he had been given. His 
father-in-law, who loved him as a 
son, once again granted R' 
Shlomo a generous sum and 
opened up a new business for 
him in his birthplace, Ungvar. 
 R' Shlomo worked hard, 
but his תוֹרָה learning was his 
main focus, and his earning a 
livelihood was of significance only 
inasmuch as it was necessary. 
The story is told that once his 
widowed mother came to check 
up on the business, and asked 

him: “What did you come up with 
in business today?” to which R' 
Shlomo opened his drawer and 
spread out before her eyes pages 
of his חִדּוּשִים… 
 During this time, he 
authored סוֹפֵר ם חֲתַּ  The .קֶסֶת הַּ
בָלָהב קַּ כְתַּ  would not give a סוֹפֵר  
unless a סוֹפֵר was tested on his 
knowledge in this סֵפֶר. When R' 
Shlomo was already famous and 
recognized as the author of the 
 he added ,קִצּוּר שוּלְחָן עָרוּךְ
another סֵפֶר on the same topic, 
סוֹפֵר ת הַּ פִריוֹן סֵפֶר He wrote .לִשְכַּ אַּ  
on תוֹרָה, a  ֵסקֻנְטְר  to fight against 
the reform Jews,  ֵי שֵםאָהֳל  on 
סֶכֶת גִיטִין   .and more מַּ
 My לְמִיד  it is said that ,תַּ
since 1864 when R’ Ganzfried’s 
 was first קִצּוּר שוּלְחָן עָרוּךְ the ,סֵפֶר
published, it has been reprinted 
more than any other  besides]  סֵפֶר
נַּ״ךְ  with over two million [תַּ
copies. R' Shlomo never stopped 
his writing of סְפָרִים. He lived to 
glorify the name of ד׳ and never 
changed, even when his name 
was famous throughout the 
world! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews of 
the

Understanding

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

צָרִים  ין הַמְּ  The Three Weeks — בֵּ
Starting from the five tragedies that 
began on מוּז  through the י״ז תַּ
destruction of the ׁש קְדָּ מִּ ית הַּ  ,ט׳ בְאָב on בֵּ
the three weeks between מוּז  and י״ז תַּ
ים are referred to as ט׳ בְאָב רִּ מְצָּ ין הַּ  .בֵּ
This is based on the words of ה יכָּ  :(א:ג) אֵּ

ים… רִּ מְצָּ ין הַּ יגוּהָּ בֵּ שִּ ל רֺדְפֶיהָּ הִּ כָּ  — … all 
her (ל אֵּ שְרָּ ל יִּ  s) pursuers reached her’כְלַּ
in between narrow straits (cornering 
them). Although this is low point in the 
Jewish calendar, it is also the most 
opportune time to become closer to ד׳. 
The ים רִּ  find this hinted in the סְפָּ
phonetical reading of these words:  ל כָּ

ף קָה ים רֺדֵּ רִּ מְצָּ ין הַּ יגוּהָּ בֵּ שִּ הִּ  — all those 
who pursue ד׳ can reach Him during “ ין בֵּ
ים רִּ מְצָּ ל  was closest to ד׳ Just like .”הַּ כְלַּ
ל אֵּ שְרָּ  during their time of national יִּ
tragedy, so too, ד׳ is closest to us during 
our own (personal) most difficult times. 

צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ



R’ Eliyohu Meisel was heavily involved in securing 
the release of young Jewish children who were 

captured and faced forced army service.

Immediately There was a rush 
of people to the Rov’s home.

One Erev Yom Kippur, there 
was new roundup of boys.

Within a short period of time, the full amount 
was raised and the boys were released.

That Yom Kippur, after the crowd 
had arrived and before Kol Nidrei:

I’m willing to pay 
1,000 rubles for the 

three boys.

How am I going to 
raise 4,500 rubles by 

tonight, before the boys 
are taken away to the 

main army post?
...Rebbi! My 

son is lost 
forever!

That’s nine boys 
today...this was our 

biggest catch in a 
long time!

500 rubles a 
head is the going 

rate and I will not 
budge.

I’ll give 250 
rubles! Count me 

in for the 
same!

Morai v’rabbosai, we need 
4,500 rubles to release a newly 

captured group of children. We will 
not start Kol Nidrei tonight until 

the full amount is collected!

...Rebbi - 
please help us 
in our time of 

need! I will do 
whatever I 

can.

ה was born to (of Lodz אַב בֵית דִין the) ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ חַיִים זַצַ״ל  ,Meisel in the town of Hordock חַיָה and מֹשֶׁ
Lithuania. He began to study at the Volozhin יְשִיבָה at age 9. His fellow students included ר  יוֹסֵף בעֶׁ
Soloveichik זַצַ״ל of Brisk and לְחָנָן  he was granted the ,עִלּוּי Recognized as a young .זַצַ״ל Spektor יִצְחָק אֶׁ
title ּמוֹרֵנו and was authorized to teach and render decisions on halachic issues at the tender age of 
12. At age 19, he became the רָב of his hometown. In 1843, R’ Meisel moved on to become רָב in Darczin for 
8 years, and then spent 6 years as the רָב in Prozzanyi. ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ חַיִים then served as רָב of Lomza for 12 
years, where he dedicated himself to raising funds to ransom בָחוּרִים from the army. He the served as 
Chief Rabbi of Lodz. ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ חַיִים took an active part in the public life of the Jews of Poland and was a 
partner in all the שְאֵלוֹת and problems that arose during his time. He fought fiercely against the 
 is ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ חַיִים .He became one of the staunchest opponents of the secular Zionist movement .מַשְכִילִים

remembered for his humility and total dedication to the welfare of כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל. 

5581-5672 1821-1912 rhht s"h

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

R' Shlomo Ganzfried זַצַ״ל, born in Uzhgorod (Ungvar), 
Hungary, to ר יוֹסֵף זְאֵב and לְהָה  was orphaned of his ,בִּ
father at a young age. The town’s רָב, R' Hirsh Heller זַצַ״ל, 

took him under his wings and became his י מֻבְהָק  At age 30 he wrote his .רֶבִּ
1st קֶסֶת הַסוֹפֵר ,סֵפֶר on לְכוֹת סַפְרוּת  in רָב He later took a position as .הִּ
Brezevitz, where he authored פְנֵי שְלֺמֺה on בָבָא בַתְרָא (and on יעָא  but ,בָבָא מְצִּ
this work was stolen before being published). In 1850, he returned to Un-
gvar as a דַיָן and later became ין לֶחֶם  ,תּוֹרַת זֶבַח He published .ראֺש בֵית דִּ
מְלָה צּוּר שוּלְחָן  In 1864, he wrote his classical work, the .אָהֳלֵי שֵם and וְשִּ קִּ
יוֹת which was reprinted 13 times in his lifetime. 100’s of ,עָרוּךְ  בָתֵּי כְנֶסִּ
learned צּוּר נְחָה publicly between קִּ יב and מִּ   .מַעֲרִּ

 כ״ו  תמוז
5564 – 5646 
1804 – 1886 

In 1834, R' Shlomo Ganzfried זַצַ״ל, who was 
still a merchant, sent the written 
manuscripts of his סֵפֶר on הִלְכוֹת סַפְרוּת 
(later named קֶסֶת הַסוֹפֵר) to the  חֲתַם
 who  was awed by the author’s ,סוֹפֵר
clarity and breadth of knowledge. The 
 personally notated his חֲתַם סוֹפֵר
thoughts on the side of the סֵפֶר and said 
that he will not allow any new סוֹפֵר to 
practice unless they were first tested and 
found to be proficient in this new סֵפֶר. 
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הַר סִינַי    יָּה בְּ עֲשֻׂ מִיד הָּ ר כח:ו(… עֹלַת תָּ בָּ )בַמִדְּ  
 A regular Olah offering such as was made at Mount Sinai 
…  
 Every day of the year, even on ת  there is ,יוֹם כִפּוּר and שַבָּ
a ה וָּ מִיד to bring the מִצְּ ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  the regular daily sacrifice, one in ,קָּ
the morning and the second in the afternoon. The ה  describes תוֹרָּ
the כוֹת מִיד that apply to the הֲלָּ ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  and then adds the curious קָּ
remark that it should be like the one made at Mount Sinai. 
 What additional information about the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  are we קָּ
meant to learn by examining the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  ?הַר סִינַי brought at קָּ
The רִי א and the סִפְּ רָּ מָּ  discuss this question, and the (חַגִיגָּה ו:) גְּ
מִים  offer various opinions regarding the learning of specific חֲכָּ
כוֹת  .הֲלָּ
 Rav Yosef Salant points out that there is also a very 
important point that we can learn from the words  הַר סִינַי יָּה בְּ עֲשֻׂ  ,הָּ
that is a lesson for today, even though we can no longer bring the 
מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  .קָּ
 Think about the very first time that a person puts on 
פִלִין  It takes him a long time. He makes sure to set his alarm .תְּ
clock the night before to wake him up with plenty of time to 
shower and get dressed and walk to shul. The ה וָּ  boy then בַר מִצְּ
lovingly pulls the פִלִין  from the velvet bag and carefully unwraps תְּ
the straps. He makes the כוֹת רָּ  .slowly, reading each word clearly בְּ

Then he winds the straps around his arm with full concentration.  
 For some people, however, things change with time. 
There was a power outage in his neighborhood and he forgot to 
check the setting on his alarm clock and he overslept, so he comes 
running into shul late, puts his פִלִין  on in a flash, and before you תְּ
know it, he is caught up to the people who came on time. 
 When something is done day in and day out, as 
wonderful as it may be, it is at risk of becoming done by rote. It 
starts to become an automatic habit, performed without thought. 
The thrill is gone. 
 This could have been the pitfall of the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  the ,קָּ
sacrifice that was brought every day, day in and day out, morning 
and evening, as long as the ן כָּ ש and the מִשְּ דָּ ית הַמִקְּ  were בֵּ
standing. After a while, there was a risk that the novelty would 
wear off, the excitement would fade. The מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  would קָּ
possibly become a habitual service, without feeling or inspiration. 
 Therefore, the ה  reminds us, “Bring the daily sacrifice תוֹרָּ
as you made the one at הַר סִינַי, when everything was still new and 
fresh, when your heart beat faster and you caught your breath 
with excitement. This is what you should do every day. Reach for 
that moment of inspiration. It can be done.” 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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